
Vol. 1, No. 15 -August 4, 2017

August 7, 
2017

Classroom A
11:00 AM

Hi	  Everyone:

We	  are	  just	  about	  half	  way	  through	  the	  term	  and	  so	  far	  
we	  have	  experienced	  a	  number	  of	  events	  on	  campus.	  
We	  enjoyed	  a	  cook	  out	  on	  the	  roof	  and	  pizza	  in	  the	  
commons,	  as	  well	  as	  a	  riveAng	  presentaAon	  on	  human	  
trafficking,	  just	  to	  name	  a	  few.	  	  

Badges	  have	  been	  picked	  up	  and	  most	  people	  are	  using	  
them.	  	  As	  an	  FYI,	  your	  card	  will	  swipe	  without	  having	  to	  
remove	  it	  from	  your	  back	  pack,	  wallet	  or	  purse	  if	  you	  
place	  it	  close	  to	  the	  surface.	  	  Please	  conAnue	  to	  bring	  
your	  swipe	  cards	  to	  school	  and	  use	  them	  when	  entering	  
the	  building.

In	  an	  effort	  to	  improve	  scheduling	  and	  staffing	  in	  the	  
clinical	  office,	  we	  have	  reorganized	  the	  department.	  We	  
will	  now	  have	  three	  clinical	  schedulers.	  Please	  welcome	  
Jenny	  Rutherford	  and	  Bonnie	  Blanks	  to	  the	  clinical	  
office.	  	  Both	  Bonnie	  and	  Jenny	  are	  current	  DCN	  
employees	  who	  will	  be	  taking	  on	  new	  roles	  at	  the	  
college.

Our	  RN	  to	  BSN	  program	  has	  undergone	  some	  
improvements	  and	  changes	  including	  more	  affordable	  
pricing	  for	  our	  associate	  degree	  graduates.	  The	  new	  
Master’s	  Degree	  in	  Nursing	  program	  is	  ready	  to	  launch	  
in	  January	  2018.	  	  We	  will	  be	  providing	  informaAon	  
sessions	  later	  this	  term	  for	  anyone	  interested	  in	  
enrolling	  in	  the	  program.	  	  



INSTRUCTOR SPOTLIGHT Rebecca Richey

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT Amy Kent

Rebecca Richey has a long career in critical care education and 
management. Professor Richey has taught clinical nursing for 

DCN for 6.5 years and is now teaching a combination of didactic 
and clinical. She received a BSN from University of Pittsburgh and 

a MSN from the University of Colorado. Professor Richey 
encourages students to seek her expertise about critical care. She 
especially loves to teach fluid and electrolytes, acid base, and lab 

interpretation. "I get a thrill watching students 
really begin to understand these concepts and 

then learn to apply them in real life clinical 
situations", says Professor Richey. Students at 
DCN complement Professors Richey dedication 

to their learning and use of stories to 
encourage learning difficult material. 

Amy moved to Colorado 2 years ago from 
Dallas, Texas. She has a degree in 

Kinesiology from The University of North 
Texas. Amy is currently a rehab technician 

at St. Anthony Hospital while being a 
student and cohort representative at DCN. 
Amy has always had a passion for helping 

people and is very excited to pursue a 
career in nursing. Her time working as a 
club swimming coach has sparked her 

interest in working in pediatrics. In her free 
time, Amy enjoys anything that allows her 

to be in the mountains! 



Matt Saunders, DCN alumnus, is currently a flight nurse. He 
worked in a rural hospital's Medical Surgical unit for 6 months post 

graduation. Then, Matt transitioned to working in a busy ER. He 
worked for 5 years in ER and ICU environments before going into 
flight nursing. Matt encourages nurses to spend time in the ER to 
learn and grow as a nurse for any career specialty. "You will learn 

how to effectively triage and treat incoming patients, and learn 
how to remain calm and effective under stress. You will learn a lot 

about critical care medications and treatment/pathophysiology 
since you will work right alongside the physicians. It is an 
incredible place to learn and grow as a nurse", says Matt. 

Featuring DCN grad Matt Saunders
Where are alumni now?

SCRUBS: Wear the DCN scrub top and bottom for foundation, med/surg, 
pediatric, and OB clinicals. 
POLO: Wear the DCN polo with khaki or black business casual pants for 
mental health, community health, and leadership clinicals. 

You may wear a long sleeved shirt under your scrubs or polo, but it 
should be neutral and solid in color. 

Wear closed toe shoes with a closed back and minimal color. No Crocs.

Always wear your DCN student ID badge.

Additional rules: 
✓ All tattoos must be covered
✓ Nails must be short, clean, and free of nail polish
✓ If you choose to wear makeup, it should be neutral and light
✓ Do not wear perfume
✓ Do not wear extra jewelry - a watch, a wedding ring, and stud     
earrings are allowed
✓ No gum chewing

Cell phones are not allowed at any mental health clinical site. For all 
other clinicals, leave cell phones in your bag. They may only be used 
during approved breaks. 

Clinical Column: REVIEWING THE DRESS CODE



Hot Topics on Campus:
Cheating and Exam Makeup

Due to cheating that occurred last quarter, 
Denver College of Nursing is cracking down. 
These are not new rules. The rules have always 
existed; however, the enforcement of all rules to 
prevent cheating will increase. During exams, 
teachers will be collecting smart watches and cell 
phones; students may not have pens or water 
bottles on their desk, and 
neither hats with bills nor 
sweatshirts may be worn. 
DCN will provide all scrap 
paper to students. 

Additionally, last quarter, 
many students struggled in silence and waited 
until the end of the quarter to share various 
problems with instructors and administration. 
Please know that this makes it more difficult to 
assist students and have a positive culture 
between students and staff. Dr. Elliot is strongly 
encouraging students to "deal with the here and 
now, not after the circumstance". Students are 
encouraged and expected to come to their 
instructor or administration with any personal 
issues impacting their academic success. 

The rules regarding make up tests are specific 
to limited and isolated circumstances. However, if 
a student is ill and has a physician's note, then 
they may be granted an extension to take the 
exam at a later time without penalty. The exam 
that will be given will be a different exam than that 
of other classmates to avoid cheating possibilities. 
Please note, if one chooses to take an exam 
during a personal crisis or illness and does poorly, 
it is more difficult for administration to grant 
permission for a retake than to grant an extension 
for the exam, so communication earlier rather than 
later is strongly encuraged. 


